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Want to know more about the Fingerboards Project?
Kalbar Resources proposes to extract and export 
minerals from the Glenaladale mineral sands deposit, 
about 20km northwest of Bairnsdale.

The project involves an initial capital investment of over 
$100 million, and approximately 200 direct jobs on the 
site, with an additional 150-200 flow-on jobs created in 
the region. The project will be one of the single largest 
investments in the East Gippsland region in many years, 
creating much needed jobs and investment.
Prior to commencement, an Environmental Effects Statement must 
demonstrate that the project can be carried out without harmful 
impacts on the environment, community and economy. Expert 
technical studies are underway to examine the project’s effects and 
will be subject to rigorous public and government scrutiny.

At Kalbar Resources, we believe that the community should 
be provided with information that addresses all the concerns 
about the project, based on facts and scientific evidence 
provided by accredited experts.

More of this information will be readily available as the 
technical studies are completed. 

What are Mineral Sands? 

Mineral sands are ancient beach sands that contain 
concentrations of minerals including zircon, rutile and 
ilmenite (titanium minerals) and rare earth minerals.

They are used in many household, industrial and technological 
applications, and are essential for new technologies - electric 
vehicles, medical prosthetics, water filtration, and sustainable 
energy, such as wind and solar power.

When will the project commence? 

Subject to all approvals, Kalbar proposes to begin 
construction of the project in 2019, with mining operations 
to commence in 2020.

How are mineral sands mined and extracted? 

Mineral sands are mined using open cut methods. Top soil is 
removed and stored and overburden is moved from in front of 
the mining face to behind the mined face. The mineralised 
sand is then removed using conventional earthmoving 
equipment such as excavators, scrapers and dozers.

Mineral concentrate (the heavier particles of sand) is easily 
separated using gravity and water. No harmful chemicals are used.

How is the mine rehabilitated? 

Rehabilitation commences in the early stages of the project. 
Rehabilitation plans are developed in consultation with the 
land-owner, regulatory authority and technical experts. They 
include reconstruction of soil profiles, landforms and the re-
establishment of flora and fauna.

Are there any guarantees for rehabilitation of the land? 

Kalbar will be required to lodge a bond or bank guarantee 
calculated by the government regulator to cover the costs of 
rehabilitation.

Does the Fingerboards Project contain heavy metals 
and toxic material? 

Heavy metals and low level radioactive elements naturally 
exist all around us. 

Independent, accredited testing and analysis of soil and dust 
samples from the Fingerboards site demonstrate that levels 
of heavy metals are well within safe background levels as 
defined by Australian health standards. Detailed results of 
this analysis are available on request.

Does the tailings (mining by-products) contain 
hazardous or radioactive materials? 

Mining by-products (or tailings) consist of sand (quartz), silt and 
clay that has had the valuable mineral grains removed. This is 
stored and returned to the mine void. These materials, properly 
handled, do not present any environmental or safety hazard.

As with all mineral sands deposits, the mineral concentrate contains 
low levels of naturally occurring radioactive minerals (NORM). 

Possible exposure levels to workers fall well within safe levels as 
defined by State, Federal and International regulatory authorities.

Naturally-occurring heavy metals or radioactive materials are 
not released from minerals during the mining and mineral 
separation process.

What about Mercury contamination in the soils? 

There is no mercury contamination in the soils or sand at the 
Fingerboards. Average mercury levels have been independently 
measured at one twenty thousandth (0.00005 times) the level 
regarded as potentially unsafe.

How is dust managed? 

There are established techniques for dust suppression in 
mineral sands mining, including use of water trucks, planting 
of vegetation, biodegradable stockpile sealants and sprays, 
including hydromulching. If necessary, mining methods can be 
varied in adverse weather conditions.

Background dust monitoring and collection of weather data is 
being undertaken and there will be strict controls placed on 
mining operations to prevent dust impacts.

Could the groundwater become contaminated? 

The material returned to the mined void consists of inert 
sand (quartz), silt and clay. Other than flocculent (an organic 
polymer to assist settling, which is widely used in water 
purification), there are no chemicals used in the mining 
process and independent analytical testing indicates there 
is no toxicity or heavy metals likely to release contaminants. 
Constructed berms and silt traps are used to regulate surface 
water flows and prevent sediment transport.

Groundwater monitoring bores are used to monitor the 
groundwater levels and quality before, during and after the 
mining process.

More Jobs for East Gippsland
We estimate that approximately 80% of the 200 jobs 
on the project can be sourced from the East Gippsland 
region. Flow-on employment due to increased demand 
for services is estimated to amount to an additional 
150-200 jobs in the local community.

Approximately 96% of mineralised sand is 
returned to the mine void, overburden and 
topsoil is replaced, and the land is revegetated 
to return it to its previous uses.

Contact us
If you have any questions or require further 
information, please contact us. 

(03) 5152 3130 
or 1800 791 396 
contactus@fingerboardsproject.com.au 
www.fingerboardsproject.com.au

Above: The restored Tiger Gully at Iluka’s Yoganup mine in Western 
Australia. 

Above: Using vegetation on stockpiles. 

Above: Concentration of heavy minerals occurs with gravity and water. 

Below: Mineral sands are used in a wide range of everyday products and are vital to sustainable technologies.


